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Also called: Civil Investigators, Crime Scene Investigators, Crime Scene Technicians, Criminal Investigators, Evidence Recovery Technicians, Forensic Specialists, Law Enforcement Investigators, Police Detectives

Duties and Responsibilities

Detectives and Investigators conduct investigations once a crime has been investigated by police officers and no arrests have been made. They conduct civil, criminal, and narcotics investigations to prevent, detect and solve crimes, verify suspected violation of laws, rules, regulations, or statutes. They gather facts and evidence, prepare complete and concise reports about a criminal case, and present their findings by testifying in court or at hearings. They locate and interview suspects and witnesses. They may also work undercover and do surveillance work. They may also arrest spects. Those working at the federal level may provide technical assistance and training to local law enforcement agencies. 

Specialties: CSI Investigators, Crime Scene Investigators, Forensic Specialists, Evidence Recovery Technicians, Narcotics Agents, Detectives and Investigators.For more information about these Specialties, check the Specialties topic. 

Specialties

Crime Scene Investigators (also called CSI Investigators, Forensic Specialists, and in some cases they are called Crime Scene Technicians and Evidence Recovery Technicians ) observe and examine the crime or death scene, collect, preserve, package, document, and transport physical evidence. They attempt to reconstruct events as they happened at a crime scene. They may set the perimeters of, isolate, and secure the crime scene. Sometimes they must work at more than one related crime scenes. They sketch, draw diagrams, and use photography to document information. They must write detailed, accurate, and comprehensive reports. They help prepare cases for court and testify as an expert in court. They must also maintain their equipment. CSI Investigators must communicate verbally in person or by telephone and be able to work as part of a team, having contact with law enforcement officials, prosecutors, county coroners, medical examiners, and pathologists. They must have knowledge of police investigative techniques, search and seizure; federal and state statutes and agency rules and regulations; and keep up with new technologies by taking continuing education. Almost all newly hired workers receive some on-the-job training. After being hired they typically receive in-service training. They must qualify for firearm use and conform to physical fitness and defensive tactics standards and have the ability to use their physical ability to crawl, stoop, kneel, climb, and reach. Hazards include the danger of being shot and exposure to bio-hazardous waste. They may work days, evenings, nights, weekends, and holidays and be on standby for emergencies and work in all kinds of weather. 

Hiring requirements differ by geographic location, the type and level of work, and education. Some employers require and A.A. degree while others require a bachelor's degree in criminal justice or forensics. Most employers want applicants with experience. Criminal justice training is available at many community colleges and other colleges and universities. There are numerous helpful books about crime scene investigation. For more information online see: http://www.crime-scene-investigator.net 

Narcotics Agents, Detectives, and Investigators specialize and investigate and apprehend persons suspected of illegal manufacture, distribution, sales, possession and use of narcotic drugs. California Outlook: Competition is strong for these jobs. However, as enforcement of laws pertaining to drugs increase, there should be more opportunities. To work in narcotics, you must first meet minimum requirements for Police Officer and have minimum years of experience or a combination of education and experience. Check Federal and state hiring procedures. These workers may work in Federal Agencies such as the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs or Customs Service, for the State Department of Justice, or for local law enforcement agencies.

Personal Characteristics

Personal characteristics will aid you in being successful. These abilities may be natural and can be improved by using them. 

Above average ability to: 

· analyze data 

· learn and understand procedures 

· use words when interviewing or testifying 

· visualize objects from pictures drawings, and descriptions 

Average ability to: 

· see detail 

· check for accuracy 

· see slight differences in objects 

· be in good physical condition 

· lift up to 25 pounds 

· use physical coordination 

· to climb, stoop, reach, hear, and see 

Ability to: 

· move often from one task to another using different skills 

· work well with people 

· be tactful 

· work independently or as part of a team 

· make judgments using facts and experience 

· make quick and sound judgments in life-threatening situations 

· perform well under stress 

· have good memory for names, places, and incidents 

Demonstrate: 

· emotional stability 

Work Environment

These are the physical activities and demands required in this occupation during a typical workday. However, these occupations often can be performed by those with disabilities when provided with appropriate adaptations. 

Indoors, in offices, plants, or homes when interviewing; and outdoors, when doing surveillance. 

May be required to work irregular and overtime hours. 

Travel may also be necessary; and automobiles are used routinely. 

Many use firearms. 

Higher than average risk of personal injury. 

Many Detectives and Investigators use computers to investigate crimes. 

They may use them to generate leads, spot crime trends, and run checks of license plates.

National Pay and Outlook

NATIONAL PAY: Pay for Detectives is generally higher than for a uniformed police officer. 

	Average 2002 monthly wage data
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics
* indicates no data available

	SOC Occupation
	Entry
Pay
	Average
Pay
	Top
Pay

	Detectives & Criminal Investigators
	$2,584
	$4,413
	$6,698 & up


NATIONAL EMPLOYMENT OUTLOOK: Job availability for any occupation can change with national and global economics, unexpected political events and natural disasters. Current events affect careers and demand for jobs can change quickly. Make informed career decisions. Check local newspapers, periodicals and web sites and view international news. 

	Employment Projections from 2002 to 2012
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics
* indicates no data available

	SOC Occupation
	Estimated
Jobs
2000
	Projected
Jobs
to 2012
	Projected
Growth Rate
	Openings
due to
Growth
	Openings
due to
Separation
	Job Openings
Expected
per Year

	Detectives & Criminal Investigators
	94,000
	115,000
	Faster than average
	21,000
	25,000
	4,600


Salary Calculator

Use this calculator to find the most recent salary information for a selected occupation in any US Metropolitan Area.

